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consistent approach to learning. Children benefit from 

attending the group on a part time basis because they 

are still mixing fully with children within a mainstream 

environment while receiving the specialist support they 

need.    
 

What do we Offer Parents? 

Parents are always welcome to come to Northwood to 

see for themselves the type of provision that is on offer 

for their child.   

 

Parents of children who attend the part time group are 

invited into Northwood regularly for coffee mornings, 

where they can meet with the specialist teacher and see 

their child working within the group setting.  This enables 

parents to discuss such things as homework, IT     

equipment, self-esteem, individual education plans and 

any other issues they may wish to raise, in an informal 

setting.  On an annual basis the progress of children is 

reviewed, these reviews are organised by Northwood, 

with parents, mainstream school teachers and          

educational psychologist invited to attend. 
 
 

We Help in the Following Ways: 

 Offer professional advice to parents 

 Provide assessment, diagnosis and individual       
programmes for children 

 Provide specialist materials 

 Advise mainstream class teachers 

 Advise Special Needs Co-ordinators 



 

How do we at Northwood Help? 

Staff from Northwood work closely with mainstream    

colleagues in their schools to identify and assess       

children who have specific learning difficulties. 

 

These children are then supported with an individual 

teaching programme which is monitored closely by the 

specialist staff from Northwood in the SpLD group. 

 

The group also offers the opportunity for children to    

attend on a part time basis.  The decision as to whether 

these children attend the group is made by the school, 

parents, the educational psychologist and the support 

teacher. The 24 places have been funded by Kirkby 

Cluster of Primary Schools. 

 

Children attending the group on a part time basis are 

brought to Northwood by our own minibus, which has 

seat belts, an escort and a specially trained driver. 
 
 

Part Time Places 

If children are offered the chance to attend part time they 

normally spend two half days per week at Northwood.  

Children who attend are taught by a specialist teacher 

who liaises closely with the child’s mainstream school.  

They are taught using a structured multi-sensory        

language programme following an individual education 

plan which is also made available for their mainstream 

school.  Close monitoring and evaluation enables the 

specialist teacher and class teacher to ensure a        

 

Our Aim 

To provide a quality service to pupils, parents and    

mainstream schools. 

 

To achieve this we: 

 work with pupils identified as having SpLD 

 provide a consistent approach that leads to an       
improvement in self-esteem 

 give pupils a good foundation in reading, writing and 
spelling 

 

What is Specific Learning Difficulties? 

The term specific learning difficulties covers a group of 

difficulties in reading, spelling, writing and numeracy.  

Other difficulties can include poor concentration, a lack 

of physical co-ordination and personal disorganisation. 

 

Specific learning difficulties are likely to continue 

throughout life however, this condition doesn’t have to 

diminish chances or ambitions. 

 

Can Specific Learning Difficulties be Overcome? 

Specific learning difficulties can be identified through the 

appropriate testing by a qualified and experienced     

professional in this field. 

 

The effects of the difficulty may then be overcome by 

using an individualised learning plan. This plan will      

include elements which will teach the child how to    

compensate for their particular difficulties. 


