i i Topic Overview: Rainforests (Journey to the River Sea)
urrlcu um uI e The Big Idea

To link aspects of the curriculum to the book ‘Journey to the River Sea’ which is a historical
adventure story.

By learning in this cross curricular manner the children gain a greater understanding of the
topic through engaging and fun activities.

Enrichment Opportunities: Please remember:

Both Year 4 classes will be going to the local library in That P.E. kit is needed for all children every Mon-
Kirkby. day and Thursday in the Penguins class and Tues-
day and Thursday in the Polar Bears class.

We are hoping to secure the services of an electrician
to discover more about electricity as part of our Homework is given to children on Friday of each
week, and is to be completed by the following
Thursday.

In Year 4 this half term our work

Science and D&T topics.

is based around the book

‘Journey to the River Sea’.
Working with families:

This links with our topic the

We very much value the help and support that families provide throughout
. their child’s education. Assistance with reading, spellings and homework is
ralnforeSt- extremely valuable.

If you have any concerns regarding the well being of your child then please
do not hesitate to speak to us at the start/end of the school day, or make an

This multi award winning book by Eva appointment to have a more detailed conversation.

Ibbotson is about a young girl who has
Can you help?

adventures in the Amazon rainforest.
If you feel you or someone you know has particular knowledge or skills relat-
ing to our Year4 curriculum guide for this half term, please do not hesitate to
contact Mr McHale or Mr Wilkinson.

For example, previously parents have come into the school to help enrich the
Together We Learn

orthwood
ommunity
rimary

children’s learning through art, helping them to develop their painting skills.

Some parents have come in and talked to the children on aspects relating to

Please look inside for more...

particular topics.




Subject

Overview

English

Children will be investigating the book ‘Journey to the
River Sea’ by Eva Ibbotson and writing in a range of gen-
res.

Maths

Children shall focus on:

® Solving number and practical problems with increasing
large numbers

e Estimating and using inverse operations to check calcu-
lations

e Recalling multiplication and division facts up to 12x12

® Recognise common equivalent fractions and compare
numbers up to 2 decimal places

Science

Electricity—The children will be constructing simple cir-
cuits. They will also discover which materials are the best
electrical conductors and use this information to make
switches. The Children will investigate what happens to a
bulb’s brightness when circuits are changed.

Computing

Networks — The children will understand what servers
are and how they provide serves to a network.
Software—The children will select, use and combine a
variety of software on a range of digital devices.

Humanities
(History/
Geography / MFL/RE)

History - The children will be studying the Roman Empire
and its impact on Britain.

Geography—The children will learn how to use an 8
point compass, as well as developing map skills including
reading symbols and keys.

MFL— The children will be encouraged to learn how to
communicate in Spanish. We will be looking at covering
language relating to animals and their habitats.

RE—The children shall be looking at ‘Angels’ and ‘the
Shepherd Story’.

Creative Arts
(Art / DT / Drama /
Dance / Music)

DT—we shall be making electrical systems & simple cir-
cuits. This links Science topic.

Art/ Music— We shall be investigating the art and music
of the Romans.

PE Children shall continue to build on their skills in gymnas-
tics and tennis, from the previous half term.
PSHE We shall be discussing and investigating the issues sur-

rounding ‘Getting on & falling out’. During the PAC les-
sons we will be discussing family, bravery and war.

We have been learning about

The 6 R’s and the 2C’s

Caring thoughts

Consideration.——
&

Caring actions

Care

In Monday assemblies this term, we are look-
ing at The 6 R’s of learning. Every child devel-
ops their ability to be responsible, responsive,
resourceful, respectful, reflective and resilient
learners. Please ask your child about these
and encourage these at home too!

Homework Project:

The homework activities will be linked to the curricu-
lum for this half term.



